
Australian	Tutoring	Association	(ATA)	
6th	National	Conference	

	
Theme:		Building	Better	Tutoring:	Practice,	Evidence	and	Community	Impact	
	
Conference	guiding	question	
How does this practice, idea or model contribute to improving the quality, legitimacy, ethical 
standards or long-term sustainability of tutoring in Australia? 
 

TICKETS HERE	
	

Smith Room  AI and Tutoring 
Plenaries and discussions on AI use in tutoring operations, guardrails, challenges and issues 
 
Green Room Pedagogy and Practice 
Plenaries and discussions on tutoring pedagogies for meeting the needs of students 
 
Pacific Room Ethical Orientations to Innovation and Scaling 
Plenaries and discussions on innovation, building, scaling and running ethical tutoring 
businesses 
 
Greatorex Room Evidence, Issues and Challenges 
Plenaries and discussions on insights, evidence, issues and challenges facing private tutoring  
 
*All	sessions	live	streamed	and	also	recorded	for	later	viewing	
	
When  
8.30AM to 5PM  
Thursday September 24th, 2026 
 
Where 
Wesley Centre  
220 Pitt Street,  
Sydney, NSW 
 
 
 
ATA Affiliate Partners supporting ATA members and the conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ata-national-conference-2026-tickets-1990710270006?aff=oddtdtcreator


Time Session details 

8.30 – 8.55 8.30 – 8.55 Registration, Coffee and Tea 

Introduction 

9.00 - 9.10 

Smith Room 

Introduction and opening remarks Mohan Dhall, ATA CEO and Storm McGrath (ATA Chairman) 

9.10 - 10.00 

Plenary 
session 1 

Host Varun Sharma: Navigating disruption: specialisation, AI subscriptions and other trends 

Panellists: Dr Kelli McGraw (QUT), Bilal Abdi (Wise App), John Nichols (TTA), Rowan Kunz 

Plenary 
Session 2 

10-10.30 
The need for pedagogy interrogation in tutoring: Colin Turner: 15 minutes + 15 discussion 

Morning Tea 

A selection of delicious foods, coffee and tea as you network 

 

Smith Room 

Theme: AI and Tutoring 

Chair: Mark Bray 

 

Green Room 

Pedagogy and Practice 

Chair: Karen Dooley 

Pacific Room 

Theme: Ethical 
Orientations to 
Innovation and Scaling 

Chair: Sam Asgari 

Greatorex Room 

Theme: Evidence, Issues 
and Challenges 

Chair: Ora Kwo 

11.10 – 
11.40 

Thematic 
sessions 1 

Title: Ethical use of AI tools  

Panellist: Liesl Fitzpatrick (CAL), 
Sherry Xu (CSIRO), Kitti Baba 
(Lessonspace), Varun Sharma and 
Bilal Abdi 

Title: Different to 
school 

Panellists: Thuy Pham, 
Mary Finch, Kelli 
McGraw; Melinda 
Wealands, Colin Turner, 
Julian Jom 

Chair: Karen Dooley 

Title:  Building student 
and tutoring communities 

Panellists: Rowan Kunz, 
Harry Mav, Sam Asgari, 
Storm McGrath 

Title: Legitimisation – How 
schools and public 
authorities open the gates to 
tutoring 

Panellists: Mohan Dhall, Kate 
Gurjian, Yoonha Park 

Chair: Ora Kwo 

11.40-12.10 

Thematic 
session 2 

Title:  Emerging tutoring 
models  

Panellists: 

Ozren Vukelic, Rabia 
Parveen, Rachael Brunskill, 
Angela Bailey  

Chair: Ora Kwo 

 

12.10- 
12.55 

Plenary 
session 2 

What does research say about private tutoring trends, issues, and challenges? 

Rose Cantali (NSW Parents Council), Mark Bray, Karen Dooley, Suzanne Giuliani, Kelli McGraw, Prof Only Jeon 
Chair: Mohan Dhall 

Lunch 

Fully catered for all diets 

2.00-2.40 

Plenary 
session 3 

School Voices and the Tutoring Assemblage 

Zenna Diab (School Principal), Len Nixon (Teacher Coach), Karen Dooley, Shaila Akhter (NSWTG); Jane Furniss 
(Five Senses) Chair: Mohan Dhall  

Afternoon Tea 



 

A selection of afternoon treats, coffee and tea as you network 

3.00 - 3.45 

Thematic 
session 3 

Title: AI and educational 
wellbeing (incl 
differentiation) 

Panellist: Sherry Xu, CSIRO, 
Indramohan Singh, Amanda 
Pooley (Excelar), Kitti Baba 

Chair: Shoharath Sheikh  

Title: Curriculum for a life 
not just a living (including  
building pedagogic 
repertoire and HITS) 

Panellists: Kelli McGraw, 
Colin Turner, Angela 
Lastrina, Sussanne McQuie,  
Shaila Akhter (NSWTG), 
Trish Baran, Zenna Diab, 
Tapera Chikandiwa 

Chair: Karen Dooley 

Title: The Entrepreneurial 
Tutor [growing a business 
through harnessing 
challenges, including 
standards at scale] 

Panellists: Harry Mav, Storm 
McGrath, Julia (AON), Thuy 
Pham, Sam Asgari, Rowan 
Kunz 

Panellists:  

Chair: Varun Sharma 

 

Title: Navigating Tutor 
identities 

Panellists: Rabia Parveen, 
Julian Jom, Josephine 
Sarvaas, Yoonha Park 
(KAPTS) 

Chair: Ora Kwo 

Title: The policy problem 

Chairs: Mark Bray/Ora Kwo 

Panellists: Ben Zunica, 
Christina Ho and Mohan 
Dhall, Yoonha Park 

 

3.50 – 4.25 
 

Plenary  
Session 4 

 

Smith Room 
Bringing the threads together: Practice, Evidence and Community Impact 
 
Pham Thuy (Spectrum Tuition), Myunghee Park, Mohan Dhall and Storm McGrath  
 
Chair: Varun Sharma 
 

4.25 – 4.30 Close and thanks 


