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Bringing	the	sectors	together	for	the	bene;it	of	children	
	

Australia’s	private	tutoring	sector	is	set	to	enter	a	new	era	of	international	collaboration,	
with	academics	 from	Korea,	China	and	Hong	Kong	travelling	to	Sydney	for	a	three-day	
conference.	 On	 the	 23rd	 of	 September	 a	 group	 of	 eight	 academics	 from	 the	 Korean	
Association	of	Private	Tutoring	Studies,	South	Korea	will	be	visiting	Sydney	for	a	three	
day	private	tutoring	symposium	with	the	Australian	Tutoring	Association	(ATA).	This	will	
be	the	Girst	time	in	the	history	of	the	two	countries	that	representatives	from	the	private	
tutoring	industry	will	be	meeting,	sharing	ideas	and	insights,	and	collaborating	on	a	vision	
for	 industry	 best	 practice.	 Other	 academics	 from	 Hong	 Kong,	 China	 and	 Australian	
universities	will	also	take	part.	
	
The	academics	will	present	at	the	ATA	National	Tutoring	Conference	in	Sydney	on	24th	.	
The	focus	of	the	conference	is	to	bring	together	diverse	stakeholders	so	that	there	can	be	
collaboration	 between	 sectors	 and	 systems.	 Such	 collaboration	 aims	 to	 put	 the	 best	
interests	of	the	child	foremost,	pursuant	to	the	Convention	on	the	Rights	of	the	Child.	The	
delegation	 will	 also	 spend	 the	 25th	 and	 26th	 in	 Sydney	 with	 academics	 from	 Sydney	
University,	 the	 University	 of	 Technology	 	 Sydney	 (UTS),	 the	 Queensland	 University	 of	
Technology	(QUT),	and	with	other	visiting	scholars	from	East	China	Normal	University	
(ECNU)	and	Hong	Kong	University	(HKU).	This	will	provide	insights	into	opportunities	
for	collaborate	research.	
			
Korea	is	known	globally	for	the	strength	of	it's	hagwon	sector.	The	Korean	Association	for	
Private	Tutoring	Studies	(KAPTS)	is	the	only	national	association	that	publishes	a	journal	
dedicated	 to	 research	 in	 the	 Gield	of	private	 tutoring.	The	gathering	of	 representatives	
from	the	hagwon	sector,	who	also	work	in	universities	in	Seoul,	builds	on	prior	work	done	
in	April	this	year	in	Korea	and	in	a	UNESCO	forum	on	private	tutoring	held	in	Paris	in	Oct	
2024.	
	
	
The	Korean	delegation,	Korean	Association	of	Private	Tutoring	Studies	(KAPTS)	
1. MyungHee	Park	(F)	–	Professor,	Soongsil	University	Chairperson,	KAPTS		
2. Yoonha	Park	(M)	–	Secretary	General,	KAPTS,	PhD	candidate	Yonsei	University	
3. Only	 Jeon	 (M)	 –	 Professor,	 Kyonggi	 University,	 Director	 of	 the	 International	

Affairs/Academic	Committee,	KAPTS		
4. Wooyong	 Park	 (M)	 –	 Director	 of	 External	 Affairs,	 KAPTS;	 PhD	 Student	 at	 Soongsil	

University,	Director	of	a	mathematics	hagwon		
5. Jeongmin	Choi	(M)	–	Editorial	Assistant	of	JPTR	(KAPTS	Journal);	PhD	Student	at	Soongsil	

University,	Director	of	an	English	hagwon		
6. KyoungHee	 Park	 (F)	 –	 KAPTS	Member;	 PhD	 Student	 at	 Soongsil	 University	Director	 of	 a	

mathematics	hagwon	
7. Suyeon	Lee	 (F)	 –	KAPTS	Member;	Doctor(PhD	 in	Education);	Director	of	 Social	Research	

Paper	Coaching	Lab		



8. Younjeong	Cho	(F)	–	KAPTS	Member;	Master	at	Soongsil	University,	Director	of	an	English	
hagwon	

The	academics	from	Hong	Kong	and	China	
	
Prof	Mark	Bray	holds	the	UNESCO	Chair	in	Comparative	Education	at	the	University	of	

Hong	 Kong.	 He	 commenced	 his	 career	 as	 a	 secondary-school	
teacher	in	Kenya	and	Nigeria,	before	proceeding	to	postgraduate	
studies	and	then	teaching	at	the	Universities	of	Edinburgh,	Papua	
New	Guinea	and	London.	Between	2006	and	2010,	he	took	leave	
from	the	University	of	Hong	Kong	to	work	in	Paris	as	Director	of	
UNESCO’s	 International	 Institute	 for	 Educational	 Planning	
(IIEP).	He	has	conducted	extensive	international	research	on	the	
nature	and	implications	of	private	tutoring,	much	of	it	in	dialogue	
with	 tutoring	 companies,	 governments,	 teachers,	 parents,	 and	
students.	
	
	
Wei	Zhang	is	a	professor	at	East	China	Normal	University	(ECNU),	
Shanghai,	and	Executive	Director	of	the	International	Centre	for	
UNESCO	 ASPnet	 (ICUA).	 She	 is	 also	 an	 Honorary	 Professor	 at	
Aarhus	University,	Denmark.	She	directs	the	Centre	
for	 International	Research	 in	Supplementary	Tutoring	 (CIRIST),	
serves	 on	 China’s	 Ministry	 of	 Education	 Expert	 Committee	 on	
Private	Tutoring,	 and	 chairs	 the	Expert	 Committee	 on	Tutoring	
and	Lifelong	Education	Materials.	Her	research	and	Gieldwork	on	
shadow	education	span	various	international	contexts,	including	
Cambodia,	 Denmark,	 Mainland	 China,	 Hong	 Kong,	 Japan,	 and	
Myanmar.	
	

	
	
ATA	CEO,	Mohan	Dhall	said,	“The	Australian	Tutoring	Association	(ATA)	continues	to	
lead	the	global	dialogue	on	the	need	for	collaboration	between	sectors	and	between	
countries.	The	policymakers	in	Education	and	Fair	Trading	continue	to	ignore	our	
requests	for	sectoral	dialogue.	So,	we	decided	to	bring	tutors	together	with	teachers,	
businesses,	parent	representatives,	child	protection	advocates	and	researchers	to	
collaborate	on	what	is	best	for	children	in	the	context	of	educational	choices	and	the	
reality	of	growth	in	private	tutoring	investment.”	
	
The	full	ATA	National	Conference	program	can	be	found	here.	
	
The	full	International	Private	Tutoring	Research	Symposium	program	is	here.	
	
Media	inquiries		
Mohan	Dhall	
ATA	CEO	
0466	598	315	
 

https://ata.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/FULL-ATA-National-Conference-Program-2026.pdf
https://ata.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Private-Tutoring-Research-Symposium-.pdf


Professor Myunghee Park, Chairperson KAPTS 
Ph.D. in Economics of Education, Yonsei University 
Professor, Graduate School of Business Administration, Soongsil University 
Chairperson, Korea Association of Private Tutoring Studies (KAPTS) 
Outside Director, MegaStudyEdu Co., Ltd. 
	
Myunghee	Park,	Ph.D.	is	Professor	at	the	Graduate	School	of	Business	Administration,	
Soongsil	 University,	 and	 Chairperson	 of	 the	 Korea	 Association	 of	 	 Private	 Tutoring	

Studies	(KAPTS).	She	earned	her	Ph.D.	with	a	specialization	in	the		Economics	of	Education	from	Yonsei	
University.	Her	research	focuses	on	the		private	tutoring	industry	and	markets,	educational	management,	
the	economics	of	private	education,	professional	identity,	social	responsibility,	quality	assurance,	and	the	
role	 of	 private	 tutoring	 within	 the	 wider	 educational	 ecosystem.	 Combining	 extensive	 experience	 in	
managing	private	tutoring	institutions	with	academic	research,	she	is	particularly	interested	in	bridging	
education,	management,	policy,	and	professional	practice.	Her	major	books	include	Understanding	Private	
Tutoring		(2020,	2026),	The	Development	of	Korea’s	Private	Education	Industry	(2020),	and	Management	
of	Private	Tutoring	Institutes	(2022).	
	
Professor	 Only	 Jeon,	 Chair,	 Academic	 Committee,	 Korea	 Association	 of	 Private	 Tutoring	 Studies	
(KAPTS)	

Ph.D.	in	Education	(Educational	Technology),	Kyonggi	University	
Visiting	Professor,	College	of	Liberal	Arts,	Kyonggi	University	
Chair,	Academic	Committee,	Korea	Association	of	Private	Tutoring	Studies	(KAPTS)	
Former	Research	Professor,	Center	for	Teaching	and	Learning,	Sungkyul	University	
	
Only	Jeon,	Ph.D.	is	Visiting	Professor	in	the	College	of	Liberal	Arts	at	Kyonggi	University,	
Lecturer	 in	 the	 Division	 of	 African	 Studies	 at	 Hankuk	 University	 of	 Foreign	 Studies	
(HUFS),	 and	 Chair	 of	 the	 Academic	 Committee	 of	 the	 Korea	 Association	 of	 Private	

Tutoring	Studies	(KAPTS).	He	holds	a	Ph.D.	in	Education	with	a	specialization	in	Educational	Technology,	
where	his	doctoral	research	focused	on	developing	an	innovative	teaching	and	learning	model	grounded	in	
Appreciative	Inquiry	(AI).His	research	focuses	on	private	tutoring,	educational	technology,	AI	and	EdTech,	
lifelong	and	non-formal	education,	and	international	and	comparative	education..	His	major	books	include	
AI	 and	 Africa,	 Adult	 and	Non-formal	 Education	 Transformation	 in	 Tanzania,	 and	 Swahili:	 Stories	 of	 an	
African	Language	

Yoonha	Park,	KAPTS	and	CEO,	Charmjoeun	Education	Co.,	Ltd.	
Ph.D.	Candidate	in	Education	(HRD	/	Education	of	Work),	Yonsei	University	
Researcher,	The	Institute	for	Educational	Research,	Yonsei	University	
Secretary-General,	Korea	Association	of	Private	Tutoring	Studies	(KAPTS)	
Senior	 Vice	 President,	 National	 Association	 for	 Supplementary	 Education,	 Korea	
Association	of	Hagwon	
Chairperson,	Hagwon	Self-Puri^ication	Committee,	Seongbuk-Gangbuk	District	
CEO,	Charmjoeun	Education	Co.,	Ltd.	

	
Yoonha	 Park	 is	 Secretary-General	 of	 the	 Korea	 Association	 of	 Private	 Tutoring	 Studies	 (KAPTS),	 a	
Researcher	at	the	Institute	for	Educational	Research	at	Yonsei	University,	and	a	doctoral	candidate	in	HRD	
and	the	Education	of	Work	at	Yonsei	University,	where	his	dissertation	examines	masteristic	work	among	
hagwon	instructors	through	a	mixed-methods	design.		He	has	directed	and	taught	at	a	hagwon	in	Seoul	for	
more	than	twenty	years	and	writes	about	the	̂ ield	from	inside	it	as	a	practitioner-researcher.		He	also	serves	
as	Senior	Vice	President	of	the	National	Association	for	Supplementary	Education	and	chairs	the	Hagwon	
Self-Puri^ication	Committee	for	the	Seongbuk-Gangbuk	District,	roles	that	place	him	in	the	governance	of	
the	sector	he	studies.	His	research	focuses	on	the	occupational	identity	of	private	tutoring	practitioners,	the	
legitimacy	 of	 shadow	 education	 and	 of	 those	who	work	 in	 it,	 critical	 HRD,	 and	 private	 tutoring	 policy,	
drawing	on	 autoethnography	 as	well	 as	 survey	 and	 interview	methods.	He	has	presented	 at	 the	AHRD	
International	Research	Conference	in	the	Americas	(2025).	His	recent	articles	include	“Living	as	an	‘Out-of-
school	Teacher’:	Exploring	the	Narratives	of	Hagwon	Instructors’	Working	Lives”	(2024)	and	“Evaluation	of	
the	Public	Education	Normalization	Act	―Focusing	on	 the	policy	of	 reducing	private	 tutoring	education	
expenses―”	(2025).	


